LOSS PREVENTION SAFETY TOPICS

Commercial Cooking Clearance Standards

Exhaust Duct Clearance

Adequate clearance to combustible building members is critical, if cooking
produces concentrations of grease-laden vapors. Clearance from the exhaust
duct to the interior surface of unprotected combustible building members
should not be less than 18 (inches).

Clearances may be reduced when combustible material is protected as
follows:

Type of Protection Clearance

0.013-inch (#28 gage) sheet metal spaced out 1-inch on 9-inches
non-combustible spacers

0.027-inch (#22 gage) sheet metal on 1-inch mineral wool 3-inches
bats reinforced with wire mesh or equivalent spaced out
1-inch on noncombustible spacers

Installation

Materials and products listed for the purpose of reducing clearance to
combustibles must be installed in accordance with the
condition of the listing and the manufacturer’s instruction.

Noncombustible Exhaust Duct Enclosure

Cooking exhaust ducts should be enclosed in a continuous enclosure extending
from the ceiling, above the hood, through any concealed space, to or through
the roof.

This enclosure should conform to the following:

« Buildings less than 4 stories in height, should have a fire resistive rated
enclosure of not less than 1 hour.

« Buildings 4 stories or more, should have a fire resistive rated enclosure of
not less than 2 hours.

Exhaust Duct Connections

Exhaust ducts should lead, as directly as possible, to the exterior of the building.
They should not pass through fire walls or fire partitions. Ducts should not

be interconnected with any other ventilating or exhaust system within the
building.

Fire Protection For Cooking Equipment

UL Listed fixed automatic extinguishing protection should be provided for the
hood, exhaust ducts and cooking surfaces. (Refer to Loss Control Data Guide
F 13344 for complete details).
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Note: clearance/protection requirements apply to all
combustible materials on sides, back, front, and/or

overhead of cooking equipment, exhaust hood, and
exhaust duct work.

#22 gage steel on 1” mineral
wool insulation reinforced
with wire mesh or
equivalent spaced out 1” on
noncombustible spacers

Automatic protection required for hood,
duct and surface cooking equipment. See
details on loss control data guide F13344.

The information presented in this publication is intended to provide guidance and is not intended as a legal interpretation of

any federal, state or local laws, rules or regulations applicable to your business. The loss prevention information provided is
intended only to assist policyholders in the management of potential loss producing conditions involving their premises and/or
operations based on generally accepted safe practices. In providing such information, Great American does not warrant that all
potential hazards or conditions have been evaluated or can be controlled. It is not intended as an offer to write insurance for such
conditions or exposures. The liability of Great American Insurance Company and its affiliated insurers is limited to the terms, limits
and conditions of the insurance policies underwritten by any of them.
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